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Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Finger Lakes 
Club Meeting   
April 2, 2011 

State Fair Grounds, Syracuse, NY 
Syracuse Circuit Dog Shows, following Bernese entry  

Refer to raudogshows.com for time of Bernese judging 

OFFICERS & COMMITTEES  
 

Presidents 
1 yr. term 

George Narby  
gwnarby@verizon.net  

 
Vice President 

1 yr. term 
Debbie Butler Miller   

cddebbie@hotmail.com 
 

Treasurer  
1 yr. term 

Beverly Burney 
BevsBMD@aol.com  

 
Secretary 
1 yr. term 

Lynn Carlson 
bernermom585@aol.com 

 
Rescue 

appointed  
Galen Zimmer  
Lynn Carlson 

BernerMom585@aol.com 
 

Membership  
appointed 

Galen Zimmer 
607-844-4168 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Patty Gill 
3 yr term ending 10/2011 

daisy722@roadrunner.com 
 

Ray Hughes 
3 yr term ending 10/12 

raysbernese@hotmail.com 
 

Linda Carney 
3 yr term ending 10/13 

linc@echoes.net 
 

WEBSITE  
Lance Nelson 

lance@outpostus.com 
 

Blassi News 
Debbie Butler Miller 

607-345-2605 
6 Greenwich St. 

Homer, NY 13077 
cddebbie@hotmail.com 

 
Sunshine 

Kim Barber 
607-733-0436 
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Presidents Message 
 
I hope this finds you all keeping your New Years Re solutions and braving the weather.  What a winter.  
  
I am on face book and everybody is commenting on th e weather and how their Berners are reacting to it.   My guy goes 
out in the snow for a nap even when it is below zer o. 
  
I have been talking to Galen about Berner Fest and it will be June 12th, so mark your calendars.  
  
Debra Brown and I are planning a "Working Dog Day" for April or May.  It will be a chance to get toget her with our 
dogs and expose them to new things we might want to  try with them.  Anyone interested in helping, plea se contact me 
as we want to get going on this.   
  
We have quite a few members in the eastern end of t he state and I would like to organize a dog walk in  the Rochester 
area.  We could aim for the spring, when the weathe r breaks.  We could do the walk and get together fo r a picnic.  
All I need is a date, time, place and someone from the Rochester area to help me.  E-mail or call me.  
  
Mac got two legs on his Rally novice title at the H amburg show.  The judge told me, "the dog is marvel ous, you are 
terrible"    He was back to his old tricks on Sunday at the Cl eveland show.,. poor Joni Payne.  No I am not going  to tell 
you what "his old tricks" means.  
  
Finally, Mike Lella has joined our club.  I have kn ow him for over seven years, he is chairman of the nationals in 2012.  
He will be a great addition to our club.     George . 
 
716-855-2324;  gwnarby@verizon.net 
 
 
Editors note . George might not want to tell you what the “old T ricks” are, but I can at least give you a hint. Mac  likes to 
think of himself as “all boy” and being in the ring  just gets him all excited.   
Sooo, lets just say that he isn’t fussy if his comp anion at the excited moment has 4 legs or two ��� �  

 
 
 

Meeting Minutes  
 

The November meeting was called to order on Saturda y, November 20, 2010 at 2:16 pm, in Syracuse. 
 
Member present :  Patty Smith, Kathy Milalek, Mary Ellen Nawn , De bra Brown, Kim Barber, Beverly Burney, Ray 
Hughes, Sue Brightman, Ellen Lechner, Don Sahlem, L inda Sahlem, Lance Nelson, Sherri Cole, Lutia Hunte r, Linda Foti, 
Greg Cartier, Lusia Hunter, Heather Anschutz, Eleno r Narby, Galen Zimmer, Debbie Butler Miller, George  Narby, and 
Lynn Carlson 
 
Guests : Meg Gilmore-Resnick, Ben Gilmore, Erin Gilmore, D avid Resnick, Gretchen Freudenvolk, Jim Miller and Rich 
Harrison. 
 
The previous minutes were read by Lynn Carlson with  motion to accept those minutes made by Ray Hughes and 
seconded by 
Kathy Mihalek. 
 
Treasurer's report :  Beverly Burney advises the current bank balance is $5141.47 .  Beverly also reported there was a 
$15 donation made to the club on behalf of rescue. 
 
Rescue Report :  Galen Zimmer explained how rescue works, whether  the club is contacted via telephone or e-mail and 
how we assist in any rescue situations.  Patty Gill  has graciously volunteered to assist Galen with re scue by 
responding to any inquiries that come in via e-mail s.  Kim Barber and Sue Brightman have volunteer to assist as foster 
homes, if the club is in need. If anyone else can a ssist as a foster home, please contact Galen Zimmer  or Patty Gill.  
Galen made a motion for $1000.00 to be placed in a rescue fund.  This motion was seconded by Lance Nel son.  After 
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much discussion, the motion was amended to $500.00.   The treasurer Beverly Burney will keep the $500.0 0 as a 
separate tally but it will be kept in the same chec king account as the club account.  Motion was made by Debra Brown 
and seconded by Sue Brightman. 
 
New Business :  Motion was made Debbie Brown to have an April "W hat You Can Do With Your Dog" day and seconded 
by George Narby.  Committee will be Debbie Brown an d George Narby 
 
Lynn Carlson made a recommendation to contact membe rs that are not very active in an attempt to get th ose members 
more involved, especially members who don't not sho w their Berners.  More information to follow at the  March 
meeting. 
 
There was open discussion regarding 1) Having club meetings not taking place at shows.  2) About the c lub becoming 
an AKC club and what that involved.  More discussio n will follow regarding these two items. 
 
Member Shari Cole has volunteered to investigate th e possibility of a fun match with other clubs for t he Hamlin Fun 
Match and will report back her findings. 
 
Motion was made by Galen Zimmer to keep Lance Nelso n our web person.  This motion was seconded by the group.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:11pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
Lynn Carlson  
 

Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Fingerlakes, Go check it out at…    
http://www.bmdcfl.org 

 
 

 
Here are the details on BMDCFL’S YAHOO GROUP…. 
 
Got a question, something to share or just want to see what the other members of bmdcfl are up too…  Join 
our Yahoo Group!  Just click on the home page link below and join the group, it’s that easy! When one of 
our members posts a message every member of the group will be able to view it and respond it they choose.  
It’s a great way for us to keep in touch! 
 
Group home page: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/bmdcfl  
Group email address: bmdcfl@yahoogroups.com 

 

We’re on Facebook!  
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/group.php?gid=107161895991082 

 
News from around the Country 

 
Dear BMDCA Members, 
  
As many of you know the BMDCA National Specialty is  coming up quickly. The 2011 Show Committee has 
been working very hard to guarantee a great week fo r everyone attending. Part of the National Specialt y is 
holding a wonderful raffle full of exciting items.  Our raffle chair had to step down recently and Mic kie 
Storckman and I stepped up to co-chair the raffle.  We have our hands full trying to find raffle items  in such a 
short time period and can really use your help.   
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We are looking for donations for the raffle.  Can y ou please help us with a donated item?  What you ca n 
donate is unlimited -- dog items, berner items, art work, gift cards, gift baskets, non-dog items, 
etc..etc...etc.     You can also donate cash then M ickie and I will purchase items for the raffle and put your 
name down with the item.   
  
We really appreciate any help you can give.  Please  send this message onto any artists, crafty people that 
you might know, stores you think might donate, etc.    
  
Since I am driving out from Texas to Nationals I wi ll not be able to transport raffle items with me.  Susan 
Henderson has generously agreed to be our collectio n point for raffle donations.  She will collect the  items 
and transport them to Del Mar for us to set up the raffle tables.   
  
If you can donate please send me an email with what  you are donating at RJacq16804@aol.com   or call me 
at 281-398-4481 and then mail the item to: 
  
Susan Henderson,  Attn: Raffle Committee, 5171 High land Ave., Yorba Linda, CA 92886 
  
THANK YOU, 
 Renee Jacquier 
Raffle Co-Chair 
Katy, TX  
 
A Grand Event!!   
Bernese Mountain Dog Club of Canada National Specia lty Show BREAKING NEWS!!  
 
In addition to all the great events already planned , the national specialty conformation show will be followed 
the next day by a regional specialty conformation s how hosted by the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of 
Southwestern Ontario! AND a booster at the all-bree d show on the Sunday (also hosted by BMDCofSWOnt) 
Mark your calendars now and plan to be here! June 3 , 4, 5, 2011 Caledonia, Ontario (we’re just a 90 mi nute 
drive from Buffalo, NY) on the banks of the Grand R iver. There’s something for everyone! Four all-bree d  
conformation shows (Bernese boosters on Saturday an d Sunday), back to back  specialty conformation 
shows, all breed draft test, 2 specialty obedience  trials, 4 all breed obedience trials, 2 specialty rally trials, 4 
all  breed rally trials, a Sieger show, raffles, li ve auction, banquet, Canine  Good Neighbor evaluati ons, 
demonstrations, and the mega fun event Comic  Relie f Team Obedience – WOW!! It’s going to be a jammed-
packed weekend of Berner Fun as far as the river ca n flow!! 
Check out the BMDCC Web site for ALL the Specialty information http://www.bmdcc.ca/specialty_2011.htm  
 
Meet us on the Grand for back to back specialties!! ! 
Angela Wagenblast & Sue Wilkinson ~ Specialty Co-Ch airs  

 
Mark your calendars !!   
 
BMDCW and MDBMDC will be running back-to-back Draft  tests again on March 26 and March 27, 2011.  
The tests will be held at Nockamixon State Park in Quakertown, PA.  
This year the tests will be held at Lot #12 which o ffers plenty of shade and close proximity to rest f acilities.  
 
Our distinguished judge panel includes:  
3/26/2011, Saturday, Mary Alice Eschweiler (WI)   B arbara Gibson (ME),  
3/27/2011, Sunday, Mary Alice Eschweiler (WI), Ingr id Hubbard (OH)  
Draft premiums will be soon available on the club w ebsites: www.bmdcw.org   and  www.mdbmdc.org   
 
Hope to see you there!!  
Susan Van Ocker, BMDCW Draft Chair / Draft Secretar y  
Dawn Cox, MDBMDC Draft Chair 
Jill Schaffer, MDBMDC Draft Secretary 
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News from Lance and Lynn:  Monchsbergs Kitzbuhel "M orneau" achieved his Canadian Championship in 2 day s (Oct 1 
and Oct 2) at the Port Hope, Ontario, Canada show, in addition to winning  Best of Winners in the Onta rio Specialty on 
October 2. Mourneau also, obtained his American Cha mpionship on January 23, in West Friendship Marylan d. 
 
 
 

Winterthur’s Belle of the Ball  
 
Owned by Galen Zimmer was awarded Best of Opposite in 
Puppy sweeps, reserve winners bitch and best puppy at the 
Watchung specialty October 10, 2010.  She had just turned 
 six months and, I believe, was the youngest dog entered what 
 a thrill! 
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Alpenspirit’s Emmet v Winterthur  
 
Emmet owned by Galen Zimmer, was awarded a 4 
point major at the BMDCFL Supported entry.  He 
was shown beautifully by my friend Valerie Coward. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jim and Debbie Butler Miller 
Announce 

Our first baby 
 

DOB 12/10/10 
 

Heartsdesire Fly Me To The Moon 
 

“Luna” 
 

Moonshine x Steam 
 

Mommy and Baby doing well. 
 

 
 

 
Kandersteg Blues in the Night 

 
“Fozzie’ 

 
Owned by Patty Gill 

 
Winners Dog from Bred By Class 

 
Hamburg, NY Jan. 2011  

 
 
 
 



 8 

 
“Stewart” 

 
Grand Champion Wingfield’s Lasso the Moon 

 
Owned by  

 
Jill Lyons and Cathy Shipe 

 
Group #1 & Group #2 

 
Shown by Patty Gill 

 
Hamburg, NY  

Jan, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Got a win or special story to share? 
 

Make sure you send it to me 
 

Debbie Butler Miller 
 

cddebbie@hotmail.com 
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Ch. Wyndbernz Iduna Time v Bev, TDI, CGC 
 

12/22/02 – 12/28/10 
 

Histiocytosis 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I brought Iduna home on Valentine’s Day 2002, who k new 
she would steal my heart.   
 
Right away she fit in and took over.  She was a lot  of fun to 
show and became a champion easily.  Her finishing p oints 
came from a 4 point major/best of breed...boy were people mad at us :-)   
 
She was also known as the pizza thief.  You could no t leave 
food, especially pizza within her reach....even if yo u would just 
be gone a second.  She did that at 3 different part ies we had, I 
can laugh about it now. She would get it and then p ut that look 
on her face like Prove it was me....you didn't see me do it...I 
still miss her snoring, she would keep us up some n ights, or 
my husband tripping over her in the night (he doesn 't miss 
that).  
 
She put up with a lot from my daughter.  At Christm as she got to 
play dress up.  She was also a good grandma playing  with her 
kids pups.   
 
We miss her so much.  Love you DUNNY 
Heather, Tom & Elaina Anschutz  

Image by 
Beth Schmoyer 
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Grand Champion Adesa’s The Heat Is On 

 
“Steam” 

 
#1 BMD 2008 & #5 BMD 2010  

 
8/2/02 – 12/26/10 

 
Owned by Richie Harrison 

 
Bred by Bobbi Kinley Blewitt 

Adesa Bernese Mountain Dogs 
 

It is with great sadness that I relay the news of t he 
passing of one of the Berner world greats. 

Steam passed away the day after Christmas from 
Histiocytosis only 2 weeks after winning a group 1 
at the Lehigh Valley shows and retuning from the 
Eukanuba Nationals in Long Beach, CA. where he 

traveled with Bobbi to represent the Adesa breeding  
program after winning the Eukanuba Breeders 

Challenge at Canfield, OH, last Aug. Adesa was only  
1 out of 3 breeders chosen for this honor. Bobbi & 
Steam competed against over 70 other breeders at 

Canfield being chosen to go on to the nationals. 
 

Steam was the #1 Berner in the country in 2008 and finished 2010 at #5 as a Veteran! 
 

I had the honor this past year to assist with groom ing Steam for many of his wins, including his 
group #1 at York, and wins at the Bernese National Specialty in Wisconsin and Canfield. 

But more importantly is the 3 days steam lived with  me in October as man of the house and the 
wonderful result is our little Luna.  She looks so much like her daddy! 

Steam will go down in the Berner record book and in  our hearts for the wonderful example of our 
majestic breed that he is.   

Our Sincere condolences to Richie Harrison and Bobb i Kinley Blewitt.  
Steam was wonderful in everyway. 

 
Bernerly yours, Debbie Butler Miller 

Editors Note:  

 
The Rainbow Bridge is the hardest thing for me to write, I never get through it without tears, and these have 
been some of the hardest.  I spent so much time with Steam this past year that I grew to loved Steam as if he 
was my own dog, Heather is one of my very best friends and the pain of loosing Iduna was awful.  Not to 
mention loosing Patty Gill’s Buttercup earlier this year. 
 
I’m know that each and everyone of you has experienced this loss and it never gets any easier, but we all choose 
to live in the here and now, choosing to cherish the love these beautiful dogs give us and not worrying about 
what might or might not happen in the future. 
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What makes this loss difficult is that they both died from Histiocytosis, a very aggressive and speedy form of 
cancer that sneaks up for the most part without warning and before you know it our beloved friend is gone. 
 
Please, Please, Please support Berner Gard.  Go online, submit information and donate!  Help our organization 
find better treatments and maybe someday a cure for this deadly disease. 
 
You can start by going to the Berner Gard website, http://www.bernergarde.org/home/default.aspx. Here you 
can enter data and get better educated about the disease. 
 
There is a wonderful Berner lover by the name of Joye Neff.  Joye has made it her mission to raise monies for 
Berner Gard. She organizes and facilitates raffles and fund raisers though out the year.  Her current fund 
raiser is at http://bernese.biz/BGF2011/enterdogs.htm,  please check it out and donate!! 
 
No donation is to small, all of our efforts combined are what make the difference. 
Debbie Butler Miller 

 
Calendar 
 
February  
 
26th  Watchung BMD.  Draft Workshop & Run Thru. 8:30am- 3:00pm Willard H Markey Park  
 1418 Ridge Road Perkasie, PA (Pre-entry required ) 
 
March  
 
18th Mason Dixon BMD,  Supported Entry / BMD "A" Match (evening) 
 See the MDBMDC's Celtic Classic Flyer for more inf ormation. 
19th Mason Dixon BMD, 4th annual Specialty See the MDBM DC's Celtic Classic Flyer for more 
 information 
20th Nashoba BMD, CT River Working Group Supported Entr y, Springfield, MA 
26th Watchung & Mason Dixon BMD, Back-to-Back Draft Tes ts, Nockamixon State Park, Lot #12 
 Quakertown, PA 
27th Watchung & Mason Dixon BMD, Back-to-Back Draft Tes ts, Nockamixon State Park, Lot #12 
 Quakertown, PA 
27th Mason Dixon BMD,  Fun Match Conformation & Rally M atch Nockamixon State Park Lot #12 
 Quakertown, PA 
31st Finger Lakes BMD, Syracuse Shows 
April  
 
1st, 2nd, 3rd Finger Lakes BMD, Syracuse Shows, April 2 nd Supported Entry and club meeting  
  following bernese judgeing  
16th Nashoba BMD,  Providence County Kennel Club Supported Entry, Prov idence, RI 
 
May 
 
June  
 
4th Nashoba BMD, Ladies Dog Club Supported Entry, Wren tham, MA 
12th  Finger Lakes BMD, Bernerfest, Myers Point, Lansing,  NY 
30th Finger Lakes BMD, Bainbridge shows  
 



 12 

July  
1st, 2nd, 3rd  Fingerlakes BMD, Bainbridge shows. July 2 nd club meeting  
10th Potomac BMD, Supported Entry, West Friendship, MD 
16th Nashoba BMD, Champlain Valley Kennel Club Supporte d Entry, Essex Jct., VT 
 
August   
 
September  
 
10th Nashoba BMD, CCKC Regional Specialty, No. Conway, NH 
11th Potomac BMD, Draft workshop, Walkersville, MD. 
September cont. 
25th Potomac BMD, Draft Test 
29th & 30 th Fingerlakes BMD, Wine Country Show  
               
October  
 
1st & 2nd  Finger Lakes BMD, Wine Country supported entry Oct.  1st, club annual meeting . 
2nd Nashoba BMD, Tracking Test 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Membership Map 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BMDCA National Specialty 
May 7 – 12, 2012 
Gettysburg, PA 

 
Hosted by 

 Watchung, Fingerlakes and 
Helderberg 

Bernese Mountain Dog Clubs 
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BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOGS CLUB OF THE FINGER LAKES 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
 

If you are applying for a regular Membership, you ne ed to be sponsored 
 by two current BMDCFL members in good standing who  are not related 
 to you. See “SPONSORS” paragraph below. 

   
           If you are applying only for an Associat e Membership, you do not need                                    
 sponsors and have all the rights of Membership exc ept voting rights.  

  
    Please use one application form per applicant. Please print or type.  

 
APPLICANT NAME ____________________________________________ DATE ________________________________ 
 
APPLICANT STREET ADDRESS________________________________________City_______________State________Zip_________ 
 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PROFESSION ______________________________PHONE (    )___________ EMAIL_____________________________ 
 
SPONSOR (Print Name) _____________________________SPONSOR SIGNATURE_____________________________  
 
SPONSOR (Print Name) _____________________________SPONSOR SIGNATURE_____________________________ 

 
 
SPONSORS: These recommendations must be made by two unrelated, current BMDCFL members in good standing. They shall 
attest that, to the best of their knowledge, you will abide by the Code of Ethics, Constitution, and By-Laws of this club. 
 
FEE: $10/single or $15/family shall accompany this application.  
This covers dues for the period from January 1 of t he current year, through December 31 of the 
same year.  Checks should be made payable to the BMDCFL. Upon approval of this request for membership, the applicant 
that he/she is in good standing with the American Kennel Club, and agrees to abide by the Code of Ethics, Constitution, and By-
Laws of this club. 
 
On a separate sheet of paper or on the back of this form, write a brief autobiography, which will be shared with the membership 
prior to a vote on your application. Please include the “animal membership” of you household; a comment or two on what 
attracted you to the breed, current dog activities (including membership in clubs), showing and/or breeding expectation you have 
for your Bernese and from the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Finger Lakes, and a list of skills or particular interests which 
you feel would contribute to club activities. 
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
Sign one copy of the BMDCFL Code of Ethics and return with your application form to: 
Galen Zimmer, BMDCFL Membership Chairperson 
485 North Road 
Freeville, NY 13068 
(607) 844-4168 

 
DO NOT WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW THIS LINE: 
This application has been presented and approved/disapproved according to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Bernese 
Mountain 
Dog Club of the Finger Lakes 
President: _____________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
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BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOGS CLUB OF THE FINGER LAKES 

 
CODE OF ETHICS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Code: 
1. Breeders shall strive for perfection of the Bern ese Mountain Dog in accordance with the official st andard set forth by 
the _______American Kennel Club. In this regard, th ey shall: 
 
a. Maintain high standards of health and care for t he dogs. 
 
b. Use only physically and temperamentally sound st ock, and will refuse stud service to any bitch that  is unregistered    
or _______shows obvious defects. They shall study a nd learn the good and bad points within their own s tock, never 
doubling up _____ on a known and visible fault. 
 
c. Ideally X-ray for evidence of hip dysplasia at a ge of two years or over, and strive to breed dyspla sia-free Bernese. 
 
d. Refrain from Breeding the bitch until her second  season, and preferably waiting until at least 18 m onths of age. 
A bitch shall be bred no more than two out of three  seasons, this depending on the size of the litter whelped and her 
______condition. It is suggested that in most cases , a period of one year lapse between litters. 
 
2. Breeders will not sell stock without true repres entation to the purchaser nor use misleading or unt ruthful statements 
in selling or advertising. 
 
3. No member shall sell adults or puppies to any kn own retail or wholesale pet outlet. 
 
4. A buyer shall be supplied with a four generation  pedigree; with information on inoculations and oth er veterinary care 
that ______ the dogs has had; with instructions on the care, feeding and training of the Bernese Mount ain Dog. 
 
5. A breeder will guarantee the health of his stock  subject to a veterinarian’s examination within 48 hours of the sale. 
 
6. A breeder should try to keep in touch with the p rogress of dogs of his breeding in order to better analyze his own 
program. 
 
7. Breeders shall exhibit at dog shows and matches where feasible. 
 
8. Members shall at all time exhibit good sportsman ship at all events related to eh club and dog shows . 
 
9. Members shall not degrade any other member or ke nnel. 

Adopted October 4, 1986 

.  
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